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The Hijab is an act of obedience to Allah and to His Messenger Muhammad (SAAW)1. He (SW)2 

says: "It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter 

that they should have an option in their decision.  And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger 

has indeed strayed in a plain error." (Qur'an 33:36)  

 Allah (SW) also says: "But no by your Lord, they can have no  Faith, until they make you 

(Muhammad (SAAW)) a judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves and resistance 

against your  decisions, and accept (them) with full  submission." (Qur'an 4:65) Indeed, Allah 

ordered that women must put on the Hijab 

He ( Mohd) says: "And tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden 

things) and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts, etc.) and not to show off their 

adornment except what must (ordinarily) appear thereof, that they should draw their veils over 

their Juyubihinna."3 (Qur'an 24:31). He, Most Glorified, says: "And when you ask the Prophet's 

wives for anything you want, ask them from behind a screen." (Qur'an 33:53)  

 The above Ayat (verse) does not apply only to the Prophet's wives but to all of the believing 

women. Carefully read the following saying of Allah, 

"O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to draw their 

cloaks (veils) over their bodies (when outdoors). That is most convenient that they should be known 

and not molested."4 (Qur'an 33:59) 

The Prophet (SAAW) said: 

"The woman (i.e. any woman) is A'wrah ",5 that is she must be covered.  

 

THE HIJAB IS IFFAH (MODESTY):  

 

 Allah (SW) made the adherence to the Hijab a manifestation for chastity and modesty:  

"O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to draw their 

cloaks (veils) over their bodies (when outdoors). That is most convenient that they should be known 

and not molested." (Qur'an 33: 59) 

In the above Ayah there is evidence that the recognition of the apparent beauty of the woman is 

harmful to her. When the cause of attraction ends, the restriction is removed. This is illustrated in 

the case of elderly women who may have lost every aspect of attraction. Allah (SW) made it 

permissible for them to lay aside their outer garments and expose their faces and hands reminding, 

however, that it is still better for them to keep their modesty:  
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"And as for women past child-bearing who do not expect wed-lock, it is no sin for them if they 

discard their (outer) in such a way as not to show their adornment; but it is best to be modest and 

Allah knows and sees all things provided they do not make a display of their beauty; but it is best to 

be modest  

And Allah knows and sees all things." (Qur'an 24:60)  

 

THE HIJAB IS TAHARA (PURITY)  

 

 Allah (SW) had shown us the Hikma (Wisdom) behind the legislation of the Hijab:  

 "And when you ask them (the Prophet's wives) for anything you want, ask them from behind a 

screen,that is purer for your hearts and their hearts." (Qur'an 33:53).The Hijab makes for greater 

purity for the hearts of believing men and women because it screens against the desire of the heart. 

Without the Hijab, the heart may or may not desire. That is why the heart is more pure when the 

sight is blocked (by Hijab) and thus the prevention of fitna (evil actions) is very much manifested. 

The Hijab cuts off the ill thoughts and the greed of the sick hearts. 

"Be not soft in speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease (of hypocrisy or evil desire for adultery, 

etc.) should be moved with desire, but speak in an honorable manner." (Qur'an 33:32)  

 

THE HIJAB IS TAQWAH (RIGHTEOUSNESS)  

 

Allah (SW) says:  "O Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover yourselves 

(screen your private parts, etc.) and as an adornment. But the raiment of righteousness, that is 

better." (Qur'an 7:26).The widespread forms of dresses in the world today are mostly for show off 

and hardly taken as a cover and shield of the woman's body. To the believing women, however, the 

purpose is to safeguard their bodies and cover their private parts as a manifestation of the order of 

Allah. It is an act of Taqwah. 

 

THE HIJAB IS IMAAN (BELIEF OR FAITH)     

 

Allah (SW) did not address His Words about the Hijab except  to the believing women, Al-

Mo'minat:   And say (O Muhammad (SAAW) to  the believing women." (Qur'an 24: 31) In another 

Ayah Allah (SW) also says:  

 "And the believing women" (Qur'an 33: 59).  

  A'isha the wife of the Prophet (SAAW), addressed some women from the tribe of Banu Tameem 

who came visiting her and had light clothes on them: "If indeed you are believing women, then 

truly this is not the dress of the believing women, and if you are not believing women, then enjoy 

it."6 

Further the wisdom behind this divine order is to protect the individual as well as society from 

temptation and adultery.7 Hence, women are allowed to show their beauty and to reveal their 

adornments in front of their husbands and the relatives whom they cannot marry and who will not 

normally desire them.8 Sayyed Qutb has elaborated further saying, "The wisdom behind such 
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restrictions is preventative; in different verses, Allah forbids women from intentionally drawing 

attention to their hidden adornments, thus arousing latent sexual desires. Allah says: "And let them 

not stamp their feet (in walking) so as to reveal their hidden adornments." (24:31)9 

This order results from a deep knowledge of the human soul, its components and their interaction. 

Indeed, the imagination can be most dangerous in triggering sexual desires. The Noble Qur'an 

presents an exhaustive illustration of human nature and finally guides the believers to the way of 

repentance. Allah says: "Believers, turn to Allah together in repentance,that you may prosper.' 

(24:31) Commenting on the above verse, Al-Imam Al-Qurtubi says that "it should not be forgetten 

that what we are aiming at is modesty." 10 

Al Tirmidhi narrated that the Prophet(s) said: "Every (unlawful) gaze is sinful, and every woman 

who perfumes herself and passes by the people so that they smell her scent, is sinning."11 Allah  

has stressed the importance of such modesty in order to prevent "fitnah" (temptation). Therefore, a 

woman who does not abide by the above rules of modesty is committing a great sin indeed. The 

Prophet (s) has clearly and strongly forbidden women from attending the mosque wearing perfume. 

He (s) said: "Any woman who perfumes herself should not pray 'Isha with us.12  

Ibn Katheer narrates: "Women in the pre-Islamic period of ignorance used to walk around with 

silent anklets, but would stamp their feet in walking to inform men of their presence. Allah has 

forbidden the believing women from following their example and from intentionally revealing or 

suggesting their hidden adornments as well as wearing perfumed oil before leaving the house."13 

This verse, ''Let them not stamp their feet (in walking) so as to reveal their hidden adornments", is a 

prohibition of any movement that might stir men's emotions and awaken their latent sexual desires 

since such behaviour contradicts the principles of modesty and discretion. In fact, regulations 

regarding the hijab are revealed in detail in Surat An-Nur. They are more general in Surat Al-

Ahzaab in which Allah says:  

“O Prophet, enjoin your wives, your daughters and the wives of true believers to draw their cloaks 

(jalaabeeb) all over their bodies. That is more proper, so that they may be recognised and not 

molested. Allah is Forgiving and Merciful." (33:59) 

Aisha (R) narrated the experience of Sauda (the wife of the Prophet (S) who was asked by Umar bin 

Al-Khattaab to think of a way by which you should not be recognised on going out. When Sauda 

reported this to the Prophet (s) he replied "You (women) have been allowed to go out for your 

needs 

Allah also says:  

"Prophet, enjoin your wives, your daughters and the wives of true believers to draw their "outer 

cloaks" all over their bodies." (33:59) 

It must be loose and non- transparent. It should not reveal the skin, nor describe the body. If tight, 

the hijab will suggest the shape of the body, highlight its femininity, suggest hidden charms and 

make the woman more desirable to the beholder. This clearly violates the purpose of the hijab. The 

Prophet (s) has warned the women who "will be naked in spite of their being dressed", who wear 

tight and see-through clothes in order to highlight their physical beauty. He (s) has also condemned 

the women who cover parts of their bodies, leaving the rest displayed, saying: "Of the people of 

Hell Fire there are two types whom I have never seen: one possessing whips like tails of oxen and 
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they flog people with them. The second are women who are naked in spite of their being dressed, 

who are seduced (to wrong paths) and seduce others with their hair high like camel humps. These 

women will not enter Paradise and they will not perceive its odour, although its fragrance can be 

perceived from such and such a distance."14  

3. It should not resemble the dress of men. The Prophet (s) has forbidden women from wearing 

men's clothes and vice versa. He (S) has cursed the people who do so. Abu Huraira (R) narrated that 

: "The Prophet (s) cursed the man who wears the dress of a woman and the woman who wears the 

dress of a man."15 

4. It must not be perfumed: This is clear from the narration, mentioned earlier in which the Prophet 

(s) prohibited women from using perfume before leaving their houses. It is clear from the above 

mentioned verses and narrations that the hijab is an obligation upon every Muslim woman. Allah 

has made the the hijab an obligation upon every believing woman in order to protect her chastity 

and preserve her dignity.  
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